
You may want to take your benefit,
but understand what you may be

leaving on the table at older ages. 

Do you want to claim your 
benefit to preserve your 
investment 
portfolio?

Y N

Evaluate which claiming age results
in the highest lifetime benefit based
on your expected rate of return and

life expectancy. 

Do you prefer receiving a 
smaller benefit earlier vs. 
waiting for a larger benefit?

Do you expect to live 
beyond age 77?

Do you expect to live 
beyond age 81?

START 
HERE

Consider claiming your 
benefit.

Do you have other sources of income?

Y

Y

Y

Y

N

N

N

N

N

Age
62

Age
77+

Age
81+

Will you be working at
anytime after 62?

Delay claiming, 
particularly if you are 

subject to the earnings test. 

Consider taking 
your benefit as 
early as age 62.

Age
70

Consider waiting
to age 70 to take
your benefit.

Y N
Age
67

Consider taking 
your benefit at Full
Retirement Age.

Weigh the odds of living to various
ages and consider health status and

family history of longevity. 

CLAIMING SOCIAL SECURITY: DECISION TREE
Social Security represents the largest retirement asset for most people. Deciding when to claim your benefit is biggest decision

of your life. Many people (up to 90% don’t make the proper decisions to maximize their benefit). Use this decision tree as a
starting point to help you make the best decision for you, your family and your retirement.
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Other questions to answer that affect when you claim Social Security

Do you have a spouse?

Consider lower earner claiming at 62.
Higher earner waiting until FRA.

Y N Consider claiming based 
on other decisions.

Will you be doing Roth
Conversions after 62?

Consider delaying to
keep your income for
tax purposes lower.

Y N

Consider delaying
Social Security.

Are you concerned
about paying an IRMAA
premium for Medicare
due to income limits?

Y N

Do you believe Social
Security will continue to
be able to pay benefits?

Y N

Consider delaying if
other decisions support
delaying.

Consider claiming 
at 62.

Do you have health
insurance to cover you
between 62 and 65 when
Medicare begins?

Y N

You have more
options on when you

claim.
You may need to continue working to
receive employer medical benefits or
earn enough money to pay for
medical insurance and/or needs.



Complimentary Am I Ready for Retirement? Efficiency Assessment ($2500 value)
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Gain More Insight into Your Retirement Readiness

Are you financially ready for retirement? Our free Am I Ready? Assessment can help you find out. Your report will also

identify any critical gaps you should address prior to retirement, while addressing top areas of concern. Most

importantly, it will tell you how to make what you have more efficient and sustainable in retirement. 

To request your assessment, visit: 
https://herretirement.com/retirement-efficiency-assessment

Going through this decision tree is a great place to start for choosing your optimal Social Security strategy. If you would
like to understand the details behind the questions and more about Social Security, access our Social Security digital
course at: www.HerSocialSecurity.com. If you’d like a done for you Social Security analysis and recommendation on
when to file to maximize your benefit, email us at: retire@herretirement.com.

Here’s to Knowing More, Having More and Getting Her Done.

Important Information

http://www.hersocialsecurity.com/
mailto:retire@herretirement.com

